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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

Activate Architecture has called for all South Africans to actively participate in 
combating climate change. Activate is committed to making a difference. One of their 
initiatives is minimizing the negative impact they have on the environment by 
neutralizing the company’s carbon emissions. They did this using Food and Trees for 
Africa`s (FTFA) carbon calculator to measure, reduce and offset their carbon 
footprint. Activate Architecture did their calculation from the day the firm opened, 
eleven years ago and took into account their total consumption of paper, electricity, 
fuel and flights. Activate Architecture hopes to completely offset the carbon 
emissions they cannot reduce by planting trees. 

To reach this goal, Activate Architecture started this initiative by planting 250 trees in 
schools around South Africa through FTFA`s National Tree Distribution Programme. 
These 250 trees neutralize the past eleven years of the firm’s operations.   

2. INTRODUCTION 
 
FTFA is the first and only South African social enterprise addressing greening, 
climate change action, food security, sustainable natural resource use and 
management, with a strong focus on environmental and global warming education 
and awareness. 
 
 FTFA’s mission is to contribute to a healthy and sustainable quality of life for all 
through environmental awareness and greening programmes.  
 
The objectives are: 

·  To contribute to greening, sustainable natural resource management and food 
security 

·  To create an awareness of the benefits of environmental upliftment activities 
amongst all communities of southern Africa 

·  To work in partnership with government, the private sector and civil society  
·  To contribute to the design, implementation and management of sustainable 

greening projects 
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·  To alleviate poverty, develop skills and contribute food security for the numerous 
communities that apply for assistance 

As early as 1990 FTFA realised that tree planting could assist in climate change 
mitigation and thus commenced the National Tree Distribution Campaign. Over the 
past 19 years FTFA has received applications for trees from underserved 
communities living in barren, dusty townships across South Africa. FTFA provides 
trees for as many as possible with assistance from sponsors such as Activate 
Architecture. Once funding is received FTFA orders trees from the nearest tree 
grower (emerging nurseries where possible) and delivers these with instructions 
(branded with funder logos for larger numbers) on how to plant and maintain them. 
Tree planting events are held to highlight the benefits of trees and greening and 
spread environmental and climate change awareness and education. 
  

3. OBJECTIVES 
 

Activate Architecture decided to plant trees around South Africa to offset their 11 
year carbon footprint and contacted FTFA to assist with this through the National 
Tree Distribution programme. Over time these trees will: 

·  improve air quality and contribute to climate change through carbon 
sequestration; 

·  provide food in the form of fruit; 
·  provide a potential source of food (in the case of fruit trees); 
·  provide shade; 
·  assist with drainage; 
·  decrease noise pollution; 
·  help to settle dust; 
·  contribute to soil management and reduce run off; 
·  develop green suburbs and contribute to civic pride; 
·  provide a habitat for wildlife and improved biodiversity; 
·  increase environmental awareness; 
·  improve the aesthetics of these schools. 

 

4. PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 

FTFA selected a number of schools that had applied for trees and contacted these to 
discuss Activate Architecture’s support. All the schools were sent instructions and 
information on how to plant and maintain these trees (Appendix 1) . FTFA contacted 
the nearest nurseries to these schools to order appropriate trees. For this project 250 
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Rhus lancea,Sideroxylon inerme, Nuxia Floribunda and Ocutea bullata tree species 
were ordered and delivered to the schools with branded tree tags attached 
(Appendix 2). 
 
Moriteng Primary School – Tembisa 
 
Activate Architecture felt that they needed to put back into the community, not only 
by donating 100 trees to this school, but assisting in the planting as well. A media 
release was compiled and distributed (Appendix 3) . The architectural team arrived 
bright and early and full of energy ready for a morning of planting. See programme 
attached (Appendix 4).  
  
The Activate Architecture team and FTFA representatives, Sipho Mathe, Mary-Ann 
Broughton and Fanboy Khusi started digging holes straight away. These trees were 
to be used as windbreaks to stop the wind and dust blowing into the classrooms and 
were also planted to create a distinct division between the school and its boundaries. 
Sipho Mathe, FTFA project officer, demonstrated and explained the basics of tree 
planting. The architects then divided into groups of three and four and set to work. 
Mary-Ann, Fanboy and Sipho, all from FTFA, joined the groups as they dug holes 
and planted the trees.  
 
The school then called all their visitors to the courtyard where the learners had lined 
up to learn and participate in the presentation. The school warmly welcomed those 
present and expressed their gratitude for the trees they had received. This was 
followed by a few words from one of the directors of Activate Architecture, Mr 
Michael Magner. Mr Magner explained what architects do and why they felt they 
needed to put back into the environment. He then went on to explain why they had 
come to plant the trees and how, as a team, they hoped to come back to see how 
the trees had grown. The grade 3 learners then took centre stage with a traditional 
dance. Sipho then spoke to the learners about the value of trees in our lives and 
what chopping them down is doing to our planet. The children were more grateful for  
their tree gifts once they understood the true meaning of why we, as the global 
village, need to plant trees. This was followed by a vote of thanks from the school 
principal and a poem recited by the grade 6 learners about looking after our planet.  
The grade 7s along with the sponsors and FTFA then returned to the field and 
everyone planted the remaining trees, bringing the total to 43 trees planted. The 
school then called their visitors back for a short drama put on by the grade 6s 
demonstrating struggles in schools today.  
 
All the educators then invited the sponsors and FTFA into join them in the staff room 
to enjoy the refreshments provided by the sponsor.  
 
It was an enjoyable morning and one that will be remembered by the school for 
many years to come.  
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Cowan High School – New Brighton, Port Elizabeth 
 
On the 8th April, Activate Architecture held a second event for their tree donations at 
Cowan High School. The event began at 10h00. See programme attached 
(Appendix 4).  

The programme director, Mr. Maleki, began the proceedings with gospel music 
which was followed by the school saying the Lord’s Prayer. The principal, Mr Trevor 
Dolley, then formally welcomed and introduced the guests, Activate Architecture and 
FTFA. Guest Speaker, Mr. Edward Brooks, from Activate Architecture, said a few 
words on the importance of trees and the involvement of their company. Sipho 
Mathe from FTFA spoke to the pupils about trees and climate change and what each 
of them could do to help save our planet.   

The school gave a pledge which was said by two children representing the school. 
The pledge is as follows. 

“We the learners of Cowan High School pledge to increase environmental 
awareness and sustainable environmental practices through environmental 
education to all members of our school and community. 

By:  1. Educating the community on how to plan, care for trees and their values. 

        2. Fighting climate change by conserving, protecting the trees in our school. 

        3. Understanding the degree to which trees sustain life on our planet. 

        4. Understanding that the very soil we have to grow our food crops, water 
resources we have, depend on the various trees we have on our planet earth.” 

A vote of thanks was given by Ms Metsing, one of the teachers, who has been 
involved with environmental projects within the school. Ms Metsing thanked 
everybody who attended the event, giving all representatives of the organizations 
present an environment diary as a token of appreciation.  

Once the programme had come to an end a tree planting demonstration took place.  
Threes trees were planted by Edward Brooks on behalf of Activate Architecture. The 
100 trees donated by Activate Architecture were then divided among the different 
grades within the school to plant and maintain.  

The event was a great success and Cowan High School has become a happier, 
more aesthetically pleasing place for the learners and educators who attend .  

 
Mmathabo Senior Secondary School, Makwang, Free Sta te 
 
Mmathabo Secondary School situated in Makwang is a newly established school 
that Activate Architecture donated 50 trees to. They allocated 10 trees to every 
grade to care for to help them to reconnect with the earth and take responsibility for 
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a living plant. This has added to their school syllabus and provided the ability to instill 
responsibility in and environmental and climate change awareness in their learners.  
 

5. CONCLUSION 
 

All the schools that received trees from Activate Architecture are extremely 
appreciative of the generous donation they received. Please see thank you letters 
attached (Appendix 5).  

This contribution has benefited the pupils and improved the schools environment, 
creating healthier, sustainable surroundings. Furthermore these trees will help to 
settle the dust, create an ecosystem for wildlife and improve biodiversity which 
improves the value of the school. It is hoped that it will add greatly to environmental 
and climate change awareness in the children who attend these schools and who 
are the future of the country.  

The FTFA team and the beneficiaries thank Activate Architecture for their generous 
contribution to the communities and schools in Port Elizabeth, Tembisa and 
Makwang. All trees planted by FTFA are added to the United Nations Billion Tree 
programme which now aims to plant 7 billion trees, one for every person on the 
planet. 
 
Activate Architecture has been acknowledged in FTFAs newsletter, Newsleaf, Winter 
Edition (Appendix 6) , and has also been added to our well visited website 
(Appendix 7.)   
 
FTFA looks forward to working with Activate Architecture in the future assisting in the 
greening of more underserved communities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



� ��

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

Appendix 1: Tree planting illustration 
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Appendix 2: Tree tag 

Front of tree tag 

 

 

 

Back of tree tag 
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Appendix 3: Media release 

Media Release – 20 th March 2009 

Moriteng Primary School receives a Forest of Trees  

The Moriteng Primary school in Tembisa has today received 100 new trees on their school property.   

The trees were planted at a special ceremony that was attended by the sponsors, educators and 

learners.  Moriteng Primary School has Activate Architecture to thank for this donation.   

All in all Activate Architecture is planning on donating and planting 250 trees at selected schools over 

the course of the year.  This idea came about when Activate through the non-governmental 

organisation Food and Trees for Africa calculated their carbon footprint on the environment over the 

past 11 years.  Factors such as total consumption of paper, electricity, fuel (for staff commuting 

journeys), and all business flights were taken into consideration.  By tabulating the amount of trees 

needed and planting them, Activate hope to have wiped out their past carbon footprint as a business. 

In their endeavour to become the industry leaders in “green” design and building practice, Activate is 

transforming its business practices in three important ways. 

 

Firstly, they are committed to minimizing the negative impact that carbon emissions have on our 

environment through this initiative. Activate believe that it is everybody’s responsibility to contribute to 

reversing climate change.  Activate partner Michael Magner says, “South Africa is a major contributor 

to climate change, and South African architects need to respond”. 

Secondly, Activate are leading the formation of a trust that will plough financial resources and 

mentorship into tertiary education of young, previously-disadvantaged individuals who have passion 

for making a difference in the environmental challenges facing us today in.  

Thirdly, Activate will be striving to design and implement green(er) buildings and to this end have 

joined the South African Green building council and the partners are in a process of becoming 

accredited professionals with the GBCSA 

 

At today’s event, Moriteng Primary Head Master commented, “we are very grateful to Activate 

Architecture and Food and Trees for Africa for the trees that we have received today.  It sets a very 

good example to our young learners about the environment and the responsibility that have towards a 

sustainable future for our earth”. 

ENDS 

Issued by: Claire Stride 

Callidus Communications (Pty) Ltd   

082 650 4507 On behalf of:  
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Activate Architecture 

Appendix 4: Programmes  
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Appendix 5: Thank you letters and Photographs 
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A hundred trees waiting to be planted at Cowan High  School. 

 

Learners anxiously wait for their opportunity to pl ant a tree.  

 

Mr Edward Brooks plants a tree with the students an d staff of Cowan High 
School.  

 



�
�

�� �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

Appendix 6: Newsleaf 

 

 

 

 



� �� �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 



�
�

�� �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

 

 



� �� �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

 



�
�

�� �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

 

 

 



� �	 �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

 



�
�

�
 �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

 



� �� �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

 



�
�

�� �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

 

 



� �� �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

 



�
�

�� �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

 



� �� �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

 



�
�

�� �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

 



� �� �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

 



�
�

�� �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

 



� �	 �

���
���

���
	
�

���
�
�


��
���

���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

���
��


���
���

��

�

��

 

 



�
�

�
 �

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

�
�
��

Appendix 7: FTFA website 
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The Moriteng Primary school in Tembisa has today received 100 new trees on their school 
property.   The trees were planted at a special ceremony that was attended by the sponsors, 
educators and learners.  Moriteng Primary School has Activate Architecture to thank for this 
donation.  
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